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Dear Parents, 
 
 
I am pleased so many of you participated in parent-teacher conferences   
during our first nine-week period.  Your commitment to your children and 
Sweetwater Elementary School makes a big difference in the quality of              
education we provide.  I encourage you to communicate with your childÕs 
teacher as often as possible, especially if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
As you know, providing your child with the best education possible is our 
goal.  We need your child here every day to access that education.  There is 
no way to make up the learning activities that happen within the classroom 
every day.  Please help us provide this education by having your child here 
every day and all day.  You will be our HERO!  
 

Here 
Every day 
Ready 
On time 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tamara Hopkins 
Tamara Hopkins 
Principal 

Sweetwater 
Mission 

Statement 
We, the caring 
community of 

learners at        
Sweetwater         
Elementary,     

strive toward a  
lifetime of    

achieving our 
“personal best”, 

guided by a         
positive attitude   

in a nurturing         
environment. 

 
 

Volusia County 
Schools Mission 

Statement 
"Through the     

individual          
commitment         

of all, our            
students will   
graduate with       

the knowledge, 
skills, and values 
necessary to be 

successful          
contributors to    
our democratic   

society."  
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Arrive before 7:50! 
This is a reminder that school 
begins promptly at 7:50 a.m.  
Students should arrive 
between 7:20-7:40 (when our 
first bell rings.) Please leave 

home early enough so that you are not 
caught in traffic and are not late for school! 

 

 Yearbook 
Yearbooks are available to purchase 
online at www.buytheyearbook.com until 
April 30th, 2023.  Recognition ads for 
fifth graders are available on the same 
website. The deadline for ads is Febru-
ary 14, 2023.  DonÕt wait too long and 
miss these deadlines!  Buy yours today 
for $35! 

 
Safety & Security 

We are recommending students do not come 
outside the gate in the afternoon, unless 
they are a walker.  There is no supervision 
outside the school gates.  We would like all 
of our students who are car riders to be 
picked up in the carline.  Thank you for                                
assisting us in this matter. 

 Art Supplies Needed 
Our Sweetwater artists have been hard at 
work, and could use some supplies you 
might have lying around the house! 
We would greatly appreciate any of the 
following donations: baby wipes, cleaning 
wipes, black sharpies, and paper plates. 
If you would like to donate any of these 
supplies, you can send them in with a note 
labeled “supplies for art”! Thank you for 
your  interest and for your support in giv-
ing our students wonderful opportunities, 
as always!  
 
Sincerely, Mrs. Clark  

 
Kindergarten Thanksgiving 

Program 
On Wednesday, November 16, our 

kindergarten students will do a  special 
Thanksgiving performance from 8:30 a.m. 

to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Kindergarten parents are invited to come 
watch the show in the MPR on this day! :)  

 
Book Fair 

The book fair will be 11/14-11/18.  Each class 
will have the chance to shop one day, and our 
Book Event night will take place on November 

15 from 5:00-7:00 in the media center. 
(General PTA meeting at 7pm in the MPR!)  
Stop by anytime, and bring the whole family!) 



We will continue to focus on the three components of fitness: flexibility, 
muscle strength, and endurance in grades 3 -5. Fourth and fifth grade 
students are encouraged to practice for the timed mile runs at home. Their 
2nd timed mile will be this month, with the 3rd and final timed mile taking 
place in Dec./Jan.  
 In grades K-2, we are continuing to incorporate personal responsibility 
concepts into our games. (Taking turns, cooperating with a team, maintaining 
personal space, following directions, displaying good sportsmanship, etc.) 
Grades in P.E. are based on movement competency, cognitive ability, and responsible behavior. Points are 
earned/deducted in each area daily. Please ensure that your child wears sneakers during P.E. weeks.  
Boots, flats, Crocs, etc. are not safe on the concrete/asphalt surfaces.  We appreciate your support😊 
  
We wish you a happy, healthy Thanksgiving! 
Coach Cooney, Coach Meadows, and Coach K :) 

’ 





Important Safety Information! 
 

Student safety is a top priority for Sweetwater Elementary!                   
Keeping students safe requires cooperation from the entire                      
community, parents, students and citizens who operate motor vehicles. 
 
Eastern Standard Time is upon us again!  This Sunday officially ends 
Daylight Savings Time. 
 
Returning to Eastern Standard Time presents us with problematic issues.  Safety is our 
number one goal.  Please share the following safety tips with your children to assure their 
safety at bus stops and while walking or biking to/from school. 
 
· Remind children about the "Fall Back" time change and remember to move 

clocks behind one (1) hour Saturday night. 
· Remind children of the safety rules regarding waiting at bus stops. 
· Remind children boarding buses prior to daylight to wear light colored 

clothing. 
· Remind children to stand ten (10) feet off the roadway. 
· Remind children to utilize lighted areas if applicable. 
 
 
BUS STOP LOCATIONS 
· Wait in a safe place for your bus, away from traffic and the street. 
· Stay away from the bus until it comes to a complete stop and the operator 

signals you to enter. 
· Be aware of the street traffic around you.  Drivers of regular motor vehicles 

are required to follow certain rules of the road concerning school buses,  
however, not all do.  Protect yourself and watch out! 

 
 
WALKING AND BIKING TO SCHOOL 
· Observe all traffic signals and/or the crossing guard - never cross the 

street against a light, even if you don't see any traffic coming. 
· Walk your bicycle through intersections. 
· Walk with a buddy. 
· Wear reflective material . . . it makes you more visible to street traffic. 
· When riding a bicycle make sure you wear a helmet. 
 
 
Please remember we encourage you to use our parent loop if your child is a car rider.  If you 
choose to park and you are parking outside the gate, please park on the school side of 
Victoria Gardens.  Never park on the opposite side of the street, unless you plan to 
escort your child or children across the street. 
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Happy November! 
 
Due to Hurricane Ian, we have decided to postpone the 
Silent Auction until Spring.  Keep thinking about those 
basket ideas as we hope to have an amazing event as always.     
 
Next up is our SantaÕs Secret Shop holiday event.  It will be 
held December 5th-9th.  Students will have an opportunity to 
shop for holiday gifts for friends and family.  Items will be 
sent home as soon as our elves wrap them.  If you would like 
to volunteer to be an elf, please be on the lookout for a sign 
up genius on the PTA Facebook page.   
 
Thanks to all that participated in the spirit night at RileyÕs 
Coney House.  Our November spirit night will be Chick-Fil-A 
on November 8th from 4-8pm.  Orders must be placed 
through the Chick-Fil-A app and Sweetwater Elementary 
typed into the special instructions to get credit. 
 
Bookfair Family Night is November 15th from 5-7pm.  We will 
be selling pizza and drinks outside the media center.  Browse 
the books and grab some dinner. After bookfair at 7pm, we 
will hold our second General Meeting.  All PTA members are 
welcome to join us.   
 
DonÕt forget to join our PTA by paying your $8 yearly dues if 
you havenÕt already done so.  You can purchase your PTA 
memberships, Spirit Shirts and Kona Ice bands at 
Sweetwater.Memberhub.store.   
 
Gobble, Gobble! 
 
Lauren Peacock 
PTA President 
 

 

 
Kona Ice Sales:  
Thursdays (you can 
now pre-order 
bands!) 
 

 
Spirit Night: Chick-
fil-A on November 
8th from 4-8pm 
 
PTA Meeting No-
vember 15th, 7pm in 
the MPR (right after 
book event night!) 
 
SantaÕs Secret 
Shop: 
December 5-9 
*Volunteers needed! 
 











 

  

Please Support Our Business Partners! 


